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Homeward Bound

Acts 21:1-17

Introduction: The longest mile you will ever roam is the last mile home.
I. Paul’s Further Travels – 21:1-9

A. The Previous Capital - Tyre – 21:1-6

1. The trip to Tyre – 21:1-3

a. Sticking to the coast – 12:1
“Now it came to pass, that when we had departed from them and set sail, running a straight course we came to Cos, the following day to Rhodes, and from there to Patara.”
Of these 3 cities, Rhodes was the most famous. The Colossus of Rhodes was one of the 7 wonders of the ancient world. A general (Demetrius) tried to defeat Rhodes and was himself defeated. He left many stacks of metal from his war machines. The people of Rhodes used that material and built a statue more than 100 feet tall. It was built at that place to celebrate their victory.
This total trip was about a one day journey. They hugged the shoreline, staying in sight of land.

b. Staying on course – 21:2-3

“And finding a ship sailing over to Phoenicia, we went aboard and set sail. When we had sighted Cyprus, we passed it on the left, sailed to Syria, and landed at Tyre; for there the ship was to unload her cargo. 

At Patara they found a ship that could go out into the Mediterranean Sea and head straight for Tyre in Syria.
On the way they saw land and found out that it was Cyprus. That would bring out some memories for Paul—good and bad.
It would take 7 days for the ship to unload and reload. They would have to find food and lodging during that time. After the stoning of Stephen many Christians were driven out of Judea. 
Acts 11:19﻿
“Now those who were scattered after the persecution, that arose over Stephen, traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch, they hunted up the believers and received fellowship and food and lodging from them.”
2. The time at Tyre – 21:4-6

a. The Command of the Spirit – 21:4

“And finding ﻿﻿disciples, we stayed there seven days. ﻿﻿They told Paul through the Spirit not to go up to Jerusalem.”
Question: Was the command of the Spirit that Paul should not go to Jerusalem? If it was, was Paul in error for going and out of the will of God the rest of his life? 
(1)  Acts 20:22 and 21:14 imply it was God’s will for Paul to continue on to Jerusalem (cf. 19:21).

 (2) The comfort given by God (23:11) implies Paul had not stubbornly refused the Lord’s will. 

(3) In 23:1 Paul declared he had lived in all good conscience to that day.
This would indicate that Paul was in the will of God. Therefore “through the Spirit” means that they learned through the Spirit that Paul was going to suffer, then, out of concern for his safety, they tried to persuade Paul not to go.
Remember that after this Paul:
· Witnessed to Kings and rulers.

· Received messages from angels.

· Wrote seven more books of the Bible.
In the last verse of his last book Paul wrote:

I Timothy 4:6-7

﻿“For ﻿﻿I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of ﻿﻿my departure is at hand. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.”
“Keeping the faith” does not mean that he kept himself saved (i.e. he “kept on believing.” {He was kept by the power of God, many scriptures.} It means that he remained faithful to the stewardship with which the Lord had entrusted him. 
b. The Compassion of the Saints – 21:5-6

1). Their loving fellowship – 21:5

“Then we had come to the end of those days, we departed and went on our way; and they all accompanied us, with wives and children, till we were out of the city. And ﻿﻿we knelt down on the shore and prayed.”
These people that Paul had only just met came out to see him on his way. Not just the men, but their whole families were there. As in Miletus, they knelt down and prayed.

2). Their last farewell – 21:6 
When we had taken our leave of one another, we boarded the ship, and they returned ﻿﻿home. 

It would seem that the people stayed there until they got on board and then left. Not until then did they leave for home. {the couple in Austin}

B. The Present Capital - Caesarea – 21:7-9

1. A kindly stop at Ptolemais – 21:7

“And when we had finished our voyage from Tyre, we came to Ptolemais, greeted the brethren, and stayed with them one day.”
They had only one day, but they used it wisely. It was a chance to let that church know about what the Lord was doing among the Gentiles. It would encourage them and give them information for intelligent prayer on their behalf.

2. A kindred saint at Caesarea – 21:8-9

a. Philipp’s fame – 21:8

“On the next day we ﻿﻿who were Paul’s companions departed and came to ﻿﻿Caesarea, and entered the house of Philip ﻿﻿the evangelist, ﻿﻿who was one of the seven, and stayed with him.”
Remember Philip?
· He was one of the seven “deacons” Acts 6
· He evangelized Samaria Acts 8 and went down to Gaza and met the Ethiopian Eunuch. Then the Spirit caught him away and he preached his way up to Caesarea. 
b. Philipp’s family – 21:9

“Now this man had four virgin daughters ﻿﻿who prophesied. These girls had the gift of prophecy. (Prior to the completion of the New Testament Revelation) There is no record of what they prophesied, if anything.”
II. Paul’s Future Troubles – 21:10-17

A. The Ever-present Signs – 21:10-11

1. What Agabus Performed – 12:10-11a
“And as we stayed many days, a certain prophet named ﻿﻿Agabus came down from Judea. ﻿When he had come to us, he took Paul’s belt, bound his own hands and feet, and said,”
· Who he was: We met him in Acts 11:28
﻿
“Then one of them, named ﻿﻿Agabus, stood up and showed by the Spirit that there was going to be a great famine throughout all the world, which also happened in the days of ﻿﻿Claudius Caesar.”
· Where he came from – down from Judea. [You remember that, regardless of the direction you are taking from Jerusalem, you go down.]
· What he did -- He gave an illustrated prophecy – like the O.T. prophets did on occasion. (cf. 1 Kings 11:29-31; Isa. 20:2-4; Jer. 13:1-7; Ezek. 4) [Ahijah and Jeroboam].
2. What Agabus Proclaimed – 21:11b

“Then he said, “So shall the Jews at Jerusalem bind the man who owns this belt, and delivered him into the hands of the Gentiles.” 
Using Paul’s sash, he bound his own hands and feet. Then he made his statement… 

This was not something new to Paul; he had heard it all before. But it was new to the residents of Caesarea.

B. The Ever-Pleading People – 21:12

“Now when we heard these things, both we and those from that place pleaded with him not to go up to Jerusalem.”
Notice who it was that did the pleading. It included Luke “we” -- “we” is plural, so it included those who were with Luke and Paul. They had heard this prophecy before, at least secondhand. But they joined in with the people of Caesarea pleading with Paul not to go to Jerusalem.
C. The Ever-Persistent Paul – 21:13-17

1. His passionate fervor – 21:13

“Then Paul answered, ﻿﻿“What do you mean by weeping and breaking my heart? For I am ready not only to be bound, but also to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.” 

This reminds me of Plato’s description of the death of Socrates:
“Apollodorus, who had been weeping all the time, broke out in a loud and passionate cry which made cowards of us all.”
Paul said that they were breaking his heart. To paraphrase – “I am bound in spirit to go to Jerusalem so I must go.”
Why do you keep up this pleading? Your love for me shows a distrust of God and His will. And perhaps a distrust of me, thinking that perhaps I don’t want to do God’s will. I am willing to go to Jerusalem and even die there for the Lord Jesus.
2. His patient friends – 21:14-17

a. Accepting Him – 21:14

“So when he would not be persuaded, we ceased, saying, ﻿﻿“The will of the Lord be done.” 

So, Paul’s “refusal to be persuaded” persuaded them. They quit trying to persuade and began to pray. “May the will of the Lord be done.” That is what Paul needed to help him - people praying to God as he continued to live out the will of God in his life -- Phil. 2:13 “for it is God…”
b. Accompanying Him – 21:15-17

1). The final journey recorded – 15-16

“And after those days we ﻿﻿packed and went up to Jerusalem.”
They could leave when they wanted to since they were not waiting for a ship. They probably walked the 65 miles to Jerusalem.
Also some of the disciples from Caesarea went with us. They increased their entourage. We don’t know by how many. They may have been going to the feast of Pentecost also.
“and brought with them a certain Mnason of Cyprus, an early disciple, with whom we were to lodge.”
Probably Mnason was a resident of Jerusalem and had invited Paul and maybe the rest of the group to stay with him there. It is interesting to note that Barnabas was from Cyprus and living in Jerusalem. (Acts 5)
2). The fateful Jerusalem reached – 21:17

﻿﻿﻿
“And when we had come to Jerusalem, the brethren received us gladly.”
Paul had finally arrived at his spiritual home. His family home was in Taurus, but He was in Jewish school in Jerusalem and Christian schooling began at the cross. His fellow apostles lived there. He was there to celebrate the beginning of the church, body of the Christ, who met him on the road to Damascus.
